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6) D Claim(s) . 

7) D Claim(s) 
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Part III DETAILED ACTION 



1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required 
under 35 U.S. C. 121: 

Group I. Claims 1-15, 30-39, 41 drawn to a method of 
shaping a semisolid metal comprising crystal nuclei and to 
apparatus for producing semisolid metal, classified in Class 164, 
subclass 71.1. 

Group II. Claims 16-29, 42 drawn to a method of shaping a 
semisolid metal comprising aging by using a holding vessel and to 
apparatus for producing semisolid metal, classified in Class 148, 
subclass 548. 

Group III. Claims 42-57 drawn to a method of shaping a 
semisolid metal comprising a crystal gain refiner, classified in 
Class 164, subclass 76.1. 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of 
the following reasons: 

Inventions Groups I-III are related to different processes 
for its practice. The inventions are distinct because the 
method of producing semisolid metal, comprising : crystal nuclei 
in Group I; heat treatment using a holding vessel being adapted 
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to be heated of cooled from the inside or outside there in Group 
II; and a crystal gain refiner in Group III. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and have required a separate status in the art as 
shown by their different classification, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. A telephone call was made to Mr. Richard S. Barth (Reg. No. 
28,180) on March 25, 2002 to request an oral election to the 
above restriction requirement, but did not result in an 
election being made. 

5. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to 
be complete must include an election of the invention to be 
examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 

CFR 1.143) . 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Examiner 
I.-H. Lin whose telephone number is (703) 308-3442. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
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this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-0651. 
I.-H. Lin ^ 

March 25, 2002 NAM N&JYEI^ 
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